164          HUMANITY MADE TO ORDER

repair the damage done to them by the newly cre-
ated workers9 technicians.1 At this time Stalin, in a
statement to the Economic Conference, grudgingly
had to admit the fundamental faults of the system.
He pointed out that the workers' intelligentsia was
not able to run the plants and that they would have
to bring back and reconcile the members of the old
intelligentsia. His speech read in part:

"We can no longer depend entirely on that modi-
cum of old engineering and technical strength which
we inherited from bourgeois Russia. In order to in-
crease the present tempo and speed of production,
the working class must have its own engineering
and technical intelligentsia.

"No longer can all the specialists, engineers, and
technicians of the old school be piled together in a
single heap. In consideration of changing condi-
tions we must change our policy and show the
greatest possible concern for those engineers and
technicians who have definitely turned to the side
of the working class.*'

Even after Stalin himself indirectly pointed out
the faults of the new educational system and its

*Even in 1936 I found the Kharkov tractor plant, one of the
most modern and finest plants that Russia possesses, running
with only one shift because of the lack of technical workers.